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Cultivating Character  
Landscape is more than just a sum of its parts. It is a sense of place. It is the combination of the physical environment and how we experience it that gives 
an area unique character. It is aesthetics and sensory perception; it is the dark night skies and quality of the light. It is the quintessential Cornwall that we 
love and Cornwall’s key economic, social and environmental asset. 

Maps and figs 

Cornwall’s Landscape Character 
Cornwall and IOS Landscape Character Study 2007 character areas with AONB boundary 
 
CC1  Understand clearly the social, environmental and economic benefits of landscape and seascape and ensure this is reflected in decision-making at 
every level, supported by comprehensive information and evidence.  IN1; RCC2; NH8; IC7; HH5 
 
CC2  Approach the conservation and enhancement of the AONB based upon landscape and seascape character, underpinned by up to date and 
comprehensive evidence bases.  MD6, 7, 8 & 9; IN3, 4, 5 & 8; RCC3; RA3; RA8; RA11; RA14 
 
CC3 Monitor the state of the Cornwall AONB landscape to identify where the erosion and enhancement of the quality of the AONB is taking place and 
develop feedback mechanisms for corrective management.   IN2; NH3 
 
CC4  Maintain and enhance landscape character through sustainable farming and forestry practices and ensure that the Countryside Stewardship 
Scheme has maximum take up within the AONB.  IN4; VC4 
 
CC5 Monitor the impacts of CAP reform, including the relaxation of productivity restrictions and the greening requirements of the new Basic Payments 
Scheme, upon rural character.  CC3; IN2 
 
CC6 Enhance landscape character within biodiversity projects that contribute to the mosaic of habitats characteristic of AONB landscapes.  CC4; IN4; 
RA3 
 
CC7 Promote high levels of peace and tranquillity in the AONB with dark night skies by minimising noise, intrusive development and light pollution.  
MD9 RA2 
 



CC8 Fully understand and promote the contribution made by geology, geomorphology and soils in underpinning landscape character and ensure 
protection of this resource. IN2 & 5 
 
CC9 Take a character led approach to management of the historic landscapes, settlements and seascapes of the AONB, using Historic Landscape 
Characterisation (HLC) and Historic Seascape Assessment as key tools, integrated within key planning guidance documents.  CC2; RA14 
 
CC10 Accommodate biofuel/ biomass crops, new crops and new forms of horticulture in ways which do not erode landscape quality through the adoption 
of a strategic approach to planting and the provision of appropriate guidance to farmers. 
 
CC11 Reduce the landscape and visual impact of conifer plantations within the AONB landscape ensuring that careful consideration is given to the 
landscape and visual impact of replanting and afforestation schemes. 
 
CC12 Raise awareness among tourists and tourism businesses about sustainable, responsible tourism in order that the special qualities of the AONB 
landscape are conserved and that the environmental impact of tourism is minimised.   P12 
 
CC13  Conserve and enhance the historic built environment and rural heritage assets such as engine houses and associated mine workings, traditional 
gates and gateposts, stone stiles, metal fingerposts and local vernacular Cornish hedges.  NH2; NH5 RA2; RA12 
 

 

Q6.  Do you agree with the Cultivating Character Policies CC1 – CC13 as shown on pages 29-30?  (please check/tick a box below) 

 Strongly disagree 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

Strongly agree 
☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

  

Do you have any suggested changes/additions?  Please give your reasons 

 

 

 

 

 

 


