
Place 
The Cornwall AONB is unique and special. There’s nowhere else like it and this is widely recognised. The guiding principle of The Cornwall and 
Isles of Scilly Local Enterprise Partnership is that “the culture, communities and environment of Cornwall and Isles of Scilly will remain special 
and unique”.  The beauty and character of the AONB is primarily owed to the stewardship of generations of farmers and landowners. 
Traditional farm buildings of local stone and slate add greatly to the patina of the farmed landscape. Intricate small pasture fields, bounded by 
Cornish hedges, hardy cattle and ponies on the moorland, and traditional bulbs and vegetable horticulture are distinctive elements, 
maintained due to the actions of our land managers. With the greatest proportion of land in the AONB used for farming, changes in farming 
and land management practices can have a profound effect upon the landscape, biodiversity and heritage. The farmed landscape in the 
Cornwall AONB still retains much of its Cornish identity, kept alive by a relative lack of large scale, intensive agricultural practices and the skills 
of local land managers. The challenge is how to boost profitability, so farmers can continue to effectively steward the landscape and make 
gains for the environment. 
 
Gaylord Nelson1 was famously quoted as saying, “The economy is a wholly owned subsidiary of the environment, not the other way around”. 
The semi-natural habitats, rolling farmland, wild uplands, sheltered estuaries, rivers and coast of the Cornwall AONB provide ‘natural capital’ 
that works hard on our behalf, providing carbon storage, crop pollination, flood control, places for exercise and homes for wildlife. As a 
society, we’re currently overdrawn at our ‘Natural Bank’. Its essential for Cornwall “PLC’ to understand the value of this ‘natural capital’ and 
reinvest in this precious resource in order to continue to benefit from it in the future. In addition to ‘natural capital’, the Cornwall AONB is rich 
in heritage assets. The AONB has one of the highest concentrations of archeological features and contains some of the most ancient 
landscapes in Europe.  The ancient field boundaries of West Penwith, in particular, are thought to be older than the Pyramids. The use of the 
land by people - from prehistoric and medieval to industrial mining throughout the AONB is still extremely evident and identifiable.  
 
In order to be able to experience the incredible landscapes of the Cornwall AONB, people need well managed public transport links and Rights 
of Way. In the open expanses of Bodmin Moor and West Penwith - well managed Open Access land enables recreation and enjoyment of the 
uplands. The Cornwall AONB has the longest coastline of all the AONB’s so the positive management of the coast, including the South West 
Coast Path and associated footpaths and bridleways is essential. 

                                                
1
 Gaylord Nelson (1916-2005) United States Senator, Founder of Earth Day and a leading figure in the fight against environmental degradation 

and social injustice 



Aims  
 
Place 

1. Cultivating character – The character and local distinctiveness of the Cornwall AONB is conserved and enhanced through appropriate 
plans, strategies and policies and through project activity. 
 
2. Managing development – Well implemented planning policies and guidance that protect and enhance the landscape character and 
natural beauty of the AONB, whilst meeting the needs of local communities. 
 
3. Investing in nature - The principle of ‘environmental growth’ is embedded within decision making in Cornwall and a step change is 
taken to invest in natural capital, taking an ecosystems approach to conserve and enhance natural resources and reverse current declines in 
habitats and species within the AONB. 
 
4. Responding to climate change - AONB communities can plan for climate change through an improved understanding of likely impacts 
and the landscape is being managed to enable better adaptation to the effects of climate change. 
 
5. Nurturing heritage – There is improved understanding and interpretation of the historic character and heritage assets within the 
Cornwall AONB and those features identified as ‘at risk’ or declining condition will be brought back into better management. 
 
6. Revitalising access -A well maintained Public Rights of Way and transport system, supported by adequate investment that is able to 
respond to management pressures and which meets the needs of local people and visitors to the AONB, particularly around the coast.  

 
Q3.  Do you agree with the Place aims as outlined on page 16?  (please check/tick a box below) 

 Strongly disagree 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

Strongly agree 
☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

  

Reasons/suggestions for improvement 

 

 


