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Responding to Climate Change  
Climate change is happening and resulting in more frequent extreme weather events. Increasing stormy weather and prolonged periods of 
heavy rainfall, coupled with rising sea levels is resulting in more severe coastal flooding and flooding in non-coastal locations due to surface 
water run-off. This in turn can lead to soil erosion, pollution events due to combined sewer system overflows and the release of contaminated 
mine waste. The protected landscape needs to be enabled to adapt, particularly at the coast, in order to increase resilience to the negative 
impact of climate change. 
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RCC1 Adapt AONB landscapes and develop appropriate Green Infrastructure to mitigate the impacts of climate change whilst enhancing the 
landscape and providing opportunities for natural capital and biodiversity.  MD3; MD14; IN4, 5 & 9 
 
RCC2 Identify the natural capital within the Cornwall AONB which supports climate change adaptation as an ecosystem goods and services, 
and ensure appropriate investment in that resource.   CC1; IN1; NH8;IC7 
 
RCC3 Connect habitats at a landscape-scale and ensure the permeability of land within the AONB for species movements in response to 
climate change. IN2, 3 & 4 
 
RCC4 Improve land management with respect to the control of surface water run-off in order to guard against flooding during more frequent 
extreme weather events, particularly in the upper reaches of catchments taking account of the Cornwall Strategic Flood Risk Assessment1 and 
the East and West Cornwall Catchment Flood Management Plans2. IN5 

                                                
1 Cornwall Council Local Development Framework Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Level 1November 2009 
2
 West Cornwall Catchment Flood management Plan, Environment Agency Dec 2009 

East Cornwall Flood Management Plan, Environment Agency Dec 2009 



 
RCC5 Restore where appropriate, natural water management systems such as wetlands where they have previously been modified. Where 
appropriate within the landscape seek to re-instate or improve the management of woodland, wetland and Cornish hedges to slow water run- 
off and improve water quality. IN5 
 
RCC6 Implement the recommendations for coastal zone management as set out in the Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Shoreline Management 
Plan 2, in particular where managed realignment is recommended, supporting local communities. VC6 
 
RCC7 Encourage local communities, businesses and visitors to respect the environment and minimise their carbon footprint in their daily 
activities. 
 
RCC8  Ensure the effective, consistent and regular monitoring of the effects of climate change on the AONB landscape, coast and 
communities. 
 
 

Q9.  Do you agree with the Responding to Climate Change Policies RCC1 – RCC8 on pages 37-38?  (please check/tick a box 

below) 

 Strongly disagree 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

Strongly agree 
☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

  

Do you have any suggested changes/additions?  Please give your reasons 

 

 

 

 

  


