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Investing in Nature  
Nature is not limitless, nor should it be free. Unless we invest in nature, it cannot support us. The landscape and biodiversity of the AONB 
comprises Cornwall’s ‘natural capital’ that provides us with a whole range of benefits such as flood prevention, crop pollination and tourism 
which all have direct economic values. There has been a market failure to safeguard natural capital. We are currently overdrawn at the Natural 
Bank of Cornwall and we need to get back into the black. This begins with understanding the true value of natural capital to Cornwall’s 
business and society and accounting properly for the impacts that decisions and activity has on this non-renewable resource. We also need to 
understand the risks and costs to business failure to achieve this. Cornwall needs to ensure that investment is targeted at natural capital so 
environmental growth can be achieved, in order that future communities can be healthy and prosperous.  
 

Maps and Figs 

Wildlife and Geological Designations 
SAC, SPA, SSSI, LNR, Protected Bird Areas, CWS, CGS, RIGS sites, CWT nature reserves 
 
The Geology of the Cornwall AONB 
Cornwall Geological Map within AONB 
 
Natural capital of the AONB diagram on ecosystem services  
 
Cornwall AONB River Catchments and Designated Waters 
Cornwall rivers clearly labelled with AONB boundary plus 
Nitrate Vulnerable Zones 
Catchment Sensitive Farming Areas 
Designated Shellfish and bathing waters 
 
IN1 Improve understanding of the natural capital and ecosystem goods and services of the Cornwall AONB and use this understanding to promote 
investment, identifying investment vehicles and opportunities.   CC1; RCC2; NH8; IC7; PP1; HH5 
 
IN2 Fully understand the state of the AONB’s biodiversity (including genetic diversity) and geodiversity resource and future management requirements 
for its conservation, restoration and enhancement, ensuring that this information is easily accessible.    CC3; CC5; CC8; NH3; RCC3; RA11 



IN3 Take a strategic, landscape based approach to the management, restoration and re-creation of habitats within the AONB (including on brownfield 
land) and beyond AONB boundaries, in order to ensure resilience to climate change and other pressures; focusing on Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) priority 
habitats and the priority projects contained within Volume 4 of the Cornwall BAP, particularly around the coast.   CC2; RCC1; ACC3 
 
IN4 Support landowners, land managers and local communities in the delivery of land management initiatives to increase natural capital, ecosystem 
services and biodiversity, using appropriate mechanisms such as direct project funding, on-farm advice and the focused targeting of agri-payments.  
CC4; CC6; ACC1; RCC3; PP6 & 7 
 
IN5 Promote a catchment based approach to soil conservation and river, estuarine and bathing water quality within the AONB, utilising the Camel, Fal, 
Helford and Fowey as priority catchments (building upon the Catchment Sensitive Farming Initiative and recent Upstream Thinking projects).  CC8; IN3; 
IN4; ACC1; RCC4 & 5 
 
IN6 Control and monitor terrestrial and aquatic damaging diseases such as Ash Die Back and Phytothera and invasive plants and animals such as 
Himalayan Balsam, Japanese Knotweed, Gunnera, Sargassum and Hottentot Fig. 
 
IN7 Reduce levels of litter on beaches, within harbours and in the marine environment, through collection initiatives, the provision of appropriate and 
sensitively designed waste and recycling facilities and a focus on behaviour change. 
 
IN8 Take a long term, strategic partnership approach, with the full involvement of the marine community, to the management of maritime issues affecting 
the AONB including the development by the Marine Management Organisation of the Marine Plan for the South West Marine Plan Area, the creation and 
appropriate management of Marine Protected Areas off the AONB coast and the management of marine litter.  CC2; MD15; PP6, 8, 10 & 11 
 
IN9 Improve the management of Cornish hedges and road verges, to encourage wildflowers and pollinators; ensuring hedges are not over flailed and 
verges are mown at appropriate times of the year.  ACC1; RCC3; RA3; RA14 
 

Q8.  Do you agree with the Investing in Nature Policies IN1 – IN9 on pages 35-36?  (please check/tick a box below) 

Strongly disagree 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

Strongly agree 
☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

  

Do you have any suggested changes/additions?  Please give your reasons 

 

 


