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Managing development 
 

The Cornwall AONB is protected by the planning system whereby a suite of national and local policies apply to ensure that the characteristics 
that make the AONB special are maintained for future generations. Cornwall Council as the sole Planning Authority has a key role in the long 
term care of the AONB landscape. 
 
NB. All policies in this section should be read in conjunction with Appendix 2 of this Management Plan, which provides a summary of the key 
relevant sections of the National Planning Policy Framework with regard to promoting sustainable development in AONB’s. 
 
Maps and Figures  
 Planning designations – AONB 
 
 
MD1 Major Development will be refused in the Cornwall AONB unless it can be demonstrated that there are exceptional circumstances for 
the development; that the development is in the public interest and that the purposes of the AONB designation are afforded the highest status 
of protection with regard to landscape character and scenic beauty.  
 
NB. This policy should be read in conjunction with Appendix 3 of this Management Plan, which provides criteria to assist in defining major 
development within the AONB. 
 
MD2 Fully embed the purposes and objectives of the AONB designation and the Cornwall AONB Management Plan in the Cornwall Local Plan 
and other public policies, strategies and programmes. Particular care should be taken to ensure that development outside the AONB does not 
harm the natural beauty, character and special qualities of the AONB and/or it’s setting. 
 
MD3 Promote appropriate green infrastructure within built development, in line with Cornwall Council’s adopted Green Infrastructure 
Strategy and also ensure effective management of run off via sustainable drainage schemes and permeable surfacing.   MD13; RCC1; 
VC1; RA3, HH1-6 
 



MD4 Expand and support the preparation of Neighbourhood Plans by Cornwall AONB Parishes, supported by robust landscape evidence 
bases, promoting the conservation and enhancement of local distinctiveness and landscape character.  VC3; VC6 
 
MD5 Support small scale developments, that enables the identified needs of local people to be met, in terms of affordable housing, 
employment and gypsy /travellers sites. Development should be in sustainable locations with good access to services where landscape 
capacity and opportunity to enhance the protected landscape can be demonstrated.   VC1, 2, 3, 5 & 7 
 
MD6 Support new tourism development that conserves and enhances the diverse local landscape characteristics of the various sections of 
the Cornwall AONB. Ensure that the scale, design and use of materials have appropriate regard to the character, sensitivity and capacity of the 
protected landscape and seek better integration of existing holiday sites, visitor infrastructure, and car parks in order to reduce landscape and 
visual impact.  CC2 
 
MD7 Sustainably manage recreational, commercial and operational activities such as boating, shellfisheries and dredging in AONB estuaries 
and at the coast. Seek to understand the capacity of the landscape to accommodate these activities and support measures to conserve and 
enhance the AONB coast, including safeguarding currently undeveloped coastal stretches.  CC2 
 
MD8 Promote appropriate site selection and design of new telecommunication and power infrastructure and the reduction and removal of 
existing overhead power and telecommunications lines via the Ofgem Undergrounding programme in order to reduce landscape and visual 
impact.  CC2 
 
MD9 Any necessary development in or within the setting of the AONB will be high quality sustainable development that: 

 Is appropriately located, of an appropriate scale and addresses landscape sensitivity and capacity; 

 Is compatible with the distinctive character of the location described by the Landscape Character Assessment, with 
particular regard to the setting of settlements and the rural landscape;  

 Does not compromise the special qualities and characteristics of the AONB designation as outlined in the Statement of 
Significance for each Local Section and relevant Character Assessments; 

 Maintains semi-natural corridors; 

 Promotes the conservation of the historic environment as a whole and in particular those designated heritage assets and 
their setting; including the Conservation Areas and World Heritage Site;   



 Is designed to respect quality of place in the use of distinctive local building styles and materials, dark skies and 
tranquillity; and 

 Protects trees, other important landscape features and semi natural habitats in order that it can contribute to the 
conservation and enhancement of the natural beauty of the protected landscape. 

Particular care will be taken to ensure that no development is permitted in or outside the AONB, which would damage its natural beauty, 
character and special qualities or otherwise prejudice the achievement of the AONB purposes.  CC2; CC7 
 
MD10 Quarrying and mineral extraction within the AONB or within its setting should conserve and enhance the landscape character and 
natural beauty of the area. Support the landscape restoration of existing mines and quarries, to enhance natural beauty by imposing 
appropriate new planning conditions through the Review of Mineral Planning Permissions.  MD11 
 
MD11 Promote the use of local vernacular stone within built development and infrastructure, if necessary by the small-scale and sensitive 
reworking of local quarries.  MD10 
 
MD12 Renewable energy technologies, both onshore and offshore are of a scale and design able to be accommodated within the AONB and 
its setting, guarding against landscape, visual and cumulative impacts, in accordance with the evidence base contained within the emerging 
Renewable and Low carbon Energy Supplementary Planning Document.   VC5 
 
MD13 Built development should provide gains for biodiversity, promoting habitat retention, creation and enhancement; and species 
protection in line with BS 42020:2013, ‘Biodiversity: Code of practice for planning and development’1.   MD3 

 
MD14  Effectively integrate terrestrial and marine based planning policies and processes, which meet the requirements of the protected 
coastal and estuarine landscape, building upon the concordat between Cornwall Council and the Marine Management Organisation.  IN8 
 
MD15 Farm diversification and infrastructure will be supported where they provide sustainable rural businesses, enhance local distinctiveness 
and cultural heritage and where it is of a scale and design that can be accommodated within the sensitive landscapes of the AONB. 
 VC8 
 

                                                
1  BS 42020:2013 Biodiversity — Code of practice for planning and development, BSI Standards, August 2013 



MD16 The replacement and redevelopment of existing dwellings, where justified, will be supported where the overall scale, density, massing, 
height, layout, materials and landscaping of the development appropriately responds to local character.  
 
MD17 Prepare and agree a revised AONB planning protocol which provides the framework that ensures the AONB partnership is consulted 
upon all development proposals that meet the criteria or may have a significant impact upon the AONB and its setting.  
 
 

Q7.  Do you agree with the Managing Development Policies MD1 – MD17 as detailed on pages 31-34?  (please check/tick a box 

below) 

Strongly disagree 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

Strongly agree 
☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

  

Do you have any suggested changes/additions?  Please give your reasons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


