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Vibrant communities 
Living in a rural protected landscape has huge benefits but it is also recognised that it holds some major challenges. For people living in small villages and 
hamlets, access to shops and services can be problematic; there is heavy reliance on a motor vehicles and often the housing stock is of poor quality in terms 
of energy efficiency, which can in turn lead to fuel poverty. There are real pockets of deprivation in the AONB and communities often struggle to have 
access to employment opportunities and affordable homes of the right kind. There are some significant opportunities over this plan period to address some 
of these issues in the coming years through local initiatives which could see communities securing better access to local food and fuel and taking a lead on 
planning for rural communities. 
 

Maps and Figs 

Indices of Multiple Deprivation by ward with AONB Boundary 
 
Parishes and Community Network Areas  
Parishes and Community network areas with AONB boundary over, if possible coloured to include which have neighbourhood and parish plans and which 
don’t 

 
VC1 Support communities to be more sustainable and self-reliant in terms of food, services, employment, affordable housing and green Infrastructure 
enabling adaptation to climate change and improving economic resilience.  MD5; RCC1; RA3; RA9; RA10; HH6 
 
VC2 Develop live/work initiatives and promote economic and employment facilities within AONB communities which respect and enhance the historic 
environment, local vernacular and settlement pattern   NH4; MD5 
 
VC3 Ensure AONB considerations are taken into account when developing Neighbourhood Plans, Parish Plans and other community documents.
 MD4; MD5; VC6 
 
VC4 Manage woodland and farmland in the AONB to meet a range of sustainability objectives in order to support local communities including social 
forestry and the provision of places for people to grow their own food e.g. allotments and community growing initiatives in ways that enhance landscape 
character. CC4; IN4; HH6 
 



VC5 Promote energy efficiency and renewable energy measures in ‘hard to treat’ homes, businesses and community facilities within the AONB which do 
not detract from landscape character whilst increasing resilience against fuel poverty. MD5; MD12; PP5 
 
VC6 Increase awareness of how the AONB landscape may alter in relation to climate change, particularly with respect to tidal flood risk and coastal 
communities and those at greater risk of surface water flooding, in order to enable these communities to plan for change at an early stage. MD4; RCC1; 
RCC6; VC3 
 
VC7  Provide sufficient affordable housing within the AONB to meet the needs of local communities whilst guarding against increasing second home 
ownership and inflating house prices.  MD5; MD15 
 
VC8 Raise awareness of the AONB among local communities and Parishes, developing a clear understanding of the AONB location, purpose and 
management arrangements. 
 
 

Q12.  Do you agree with the Vibrant Communities Policies VC1 – VC8 on pages 44-45?  (please check/tick a box below) 

 Strongly disagree 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

Strongly agree 
☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

  

Do you have any suggested changes/additions?  Please give your reasons 

 

 

 

 


