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Partnership and Staff Unit Activity 

The Cornwall AONB Management Plan Review 2015 

The period between April 2015 and March 2016 was very much focused on the review and revision 
of the 5 year Cornwall AONB Management Plan and was the primary focus of much of the work of 
the AONB Unit.   

The process of review was very 
comprehensive. Steps taken 
included a comprehensive scoping 
process; community and 
stakeholder engagement; a full 
Sustainability Appraisal; a 
Comprehensive Impact 
Assessment; a Habitat Regulations 
Assessment and a public 
consultation. The whole plan is 
structured around the themes of 
‘People’ and ‘Place’ and lists 26 
actions for delivery by the Cornwall 
AONB Partnership over the next 5 
years. In addition to the actions, 
the Plan also includes AONB wide 

and Parish level policies. You can download the plan and supporting documents at 
www.cornwallaonb.org.uk/management-plan 
 

AONB Organisational development 

In 2015, the AONB Unit appointed 6 people through an open recruitment process to form the 
‘Friends of the Cornwall AONB’ ahead of setting up a new charitable arm for the Cornwall AONB. 
This is to enable fundraising and other support of the Cornwall AONB Unit and Partnership so that 
delivery of the Management Plan can be maintained in the light of the risk of future further cuts in 
public funding. 



 

Planning development and policy 

The AONB Unit has responded to a significant number of planning consultations from Cornwall 
Council and enquiries from the general public.  The Cornwall AONB Planning Officer, James Evans 
also presenting at a series of Planning Conferences organised by Cornwall Council for Parish/Town 
Councils.  An additional conference date was arranged as they proved very popular. In addition, 
James also provided training for Cornwall Council Planning Committee Members in assessing impact 
and applying NPPF Policy in relation to AONB. 

In 2015/16 the AONB team were heavily involved in the discussions and first examination of the 
Cornwall Local Plan including making written representations and attendance at the examinations.  
It now is pleasing to note that the concerns we have raised have been addressed in the current 
consultation document. 

 

World Forum on Natural Capital 2015 

Colette Beckham, Cornwall AONB Partnership Manager, attended the World Forum for Natural 
Capital a three day conference exploring new approaches to conservation aimed at improving the 
understanding of the value of nature to people and the economy. Nearly 600 international delegates 
gathered in Edinburgh to engage in a dialogue about the need to recognise the importance of 
natural capital and to measure and sustainably manage it.  

 

Linking the Lizard Partnership 

During 2015 the Cornwall AONB Unit was an active member of 
the Linking the Lizard Partnership whose main focus during the 
year was to push forward the process of extending and linking 
the existing Lizard National Nature Reserve, taken forward by 
Cornwall Wildlife trust, The National Trust and Natural England. 

 

 

 

The National Association of Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

The Cornwall AONB participated in NAAONB events through attendance at the lead officers and 
chairs meeting and the lead officers 2 day meeting. In addition the Unit also attended meetings of 
the South West AONB Forum. Jane Davies, Cornwall AONB Development Officer, joined staff from 
other AONBs and National Parks throughout the country, at the National Association for AONBs 3 
day Annual Conference at the end of June 2015.  

 

  



Communications 

Annual Conference 

During 2015/2016 the AONB Unit were engaged in organising the 2016 Cornwall AONB Annual 
Conference, building on the successful event in March 2015. Much of the organisation of the event, 
which was held in May 2016 was carried out within the 2015/2016 FY. NB The event in May 2016 
was attended by around 100 delegates at the Royal Cornwall Showground in Wadebridge.  Held at 
the Bedruthan Hotel & Spa, Mawgan Porth, the theme of the day was 'Landscapes with Benefits'.  
The Conference was opened by Steve Double, MP for St Austell and Newquay. (More details in next 
year’s annual report).   

 

Sponsorship of the Fal Festival 

Once again the Cornwall AONB Partnership was the 
proud sponsor of the Fal River Festival and the Fal 
Autumn Walking Festival.  The AONB  Unit were 
delighted to participate in the celebratory flotilla of 
Enterprise Boats, culminating in a celebration 
event at Trellissick Gardens. 

 

 

 

 

New website and social media for the Cornwall AONB 

In April 2015, the Cornwall AONB 
website 
www.cornwallaonb.org.uk gained 
a revamp with a nice clean style 
based on great images of the 
AONB. Since the site has been live 
it has attracted great interests 
with monthly audience sizes of 
between 1 and 2K individuals. The 
Cornwall AONB Unit actively 
manages both a Facebook and 
Twitter presence, with twitter in 
particular being very popular. 
During 15/16 followers on Twitter 
have jumped from 400 to over 
1000. 

Tir Teg and blogs 

The new website uses a blogging system to push key communications messages and good news 
stories out through the press and social media. During 15/16 the AONB team published 15 blogs 

http://www.cornwallaonb.org.uk/


about the work of the Partnership. In addition Tir Teg, the AONB newsletter was published in 
October. 

 

West Briton Articles 

The Cornwall AONB Unit continues to run the weekly Environment Series in the West Briton 
newspapers, co-ordinating copy from across the Partnership on environmental and landscape issues. 

 

Cornwall Life Series 

In December 2015 the AONB began to write and publish a series of 12 major articles for Cornwall 
Life magazine one on each geographical section of the Cornwall AONB. 

 

Cornwall AONB Way Markers 

Early 2016 saw the completed the first phase of 
the Cornwall AONB way marker project which has 
involved working closely with Grade Ruan Parish 
Council in identifying suitable locations to site 
three Cornwall AONB way marker stones on the 
Lizard Peninsula.  

This project is the start of a way marker project 
that the AONB Unit plans to roll out throughout 
the twelve local sections of the Cornwall AONB to 
mark the boundaries and raise awareness for 
residents and visitors alike. 

 

Photo competition  

In May 2015, the Cornwall AONB Unit launched its annual photo competition in association with 
Cornwall Today magazine and received over 100 entries.  Judging took place earlier this year, and 
the overall winner was the above Oystercatchers at Godrevy, taken by Frank Sandbach.  

 



Royal Cornwall Show 

The Cornwall AONB team had a stand in the Forestry area at this year's Royal Cornwall Show.  We 
had a busy 3 days, chatting to lots of visitors to the stand, and tested their knowledge of the purpose 
and location of the AONB with our fun quiz. 

 

Projects 

Penwith Landscape Partnership 

The Cornwall AONB Partnership was thrilled to be given the green light by the Heritage Lottery Fund 
for Stage 1 of ‘First and Last’ - Penwith Landscape Partnership, which aims to support the area’s 
economy through the improved management and interpretation of Penwith’s landscape and natural 
and historic assets.  

The Cornwall Wildlife Trust is the lead body and a Landscape Partnership Board made up of 
community members has been established to steer the work. The projects include a comprehensive 
volunteering scheme, working with Parishes to survey and access the heritage and wildlife within 
their areas, looking at potential uses of redundant buildings and encouraging traditional farming 

practices on rough ground.  The Cornwall AONB Unit is an active partner, specifically leading on work 
with Parishes and volunteering. The AONB Partnership has also provided a significant amount of 
financial support, both in the project development phase and as a match funder for Stage 1 of the 
project. 

 

Cornwall AONB Natural Capital project 

The Cornwall AONB Natural Capital Project began in March 2016. The AONB Unit has teamed up 
with The Consultancy for Environmental and Economic Policy (CEEP) and the UK Council for 
Sustainable Business to undertake the project. It aims to map and describe the Natural Capital of the 
Cornwall AONB i.e. the stock of nature that provides benefits to people. The project will assess the 
condition of our natural capital and look for opportunities to maximise the benefits we receive from 



it. The project also intends to work with businesses to better understand the dependencies of 
Cornwall’s business sector and economy on natural capital.  

 

Around the AONB 

Cornwall’s marine life benefits from new designations 

Early this year four new inshore Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs) were added to Cornwall’s 
fantastic collection of marine protected areas.  These new Cornish MCZs cover several iconic areas in 
the region such as Newquay’s beaches, Mounts Bay, much of the North Coast and Land’s End. 
Between them these sites will protect a wide variety of valuable habitats ranging from thriving rocky 
shores and peaceful sandy bays along the coast, to important sediment and estuarine habitats under 
the water.  

 

National Trust Activity 

Throughout Cornwall NT have made a significant investment in upgrading presentation standards at 
our countryside car parks with new visitor welcome signs and improved surfacing and improved 
visitor information at many sites. 

In south East Cornwall the Trust completed a project at Polperro Netloft to restore this highly visible 
historic building at the mouth of the harbour. Further west at Lizard Point the National Trust’s 
wildlife watch point was very successful. In West Cornwall the trust completed a substantial mine 
building consolidation project at Trease (close to Pendeen Watch), extended the steps down to the 
beach at Porthcurno in response to sand movements and improved the car park at Botallack. On the 
North Coast the development of a new approach to the future management of Pentire Head, near 
Polzeath has been a big focus. 

The NT team dealt with massive influx of pink bottles in Jan 2016; a big volunteer and community 
effort. Well done to all who worked so hard to make the pink bottles vanish! 

 

Historic site restored on Bodmin Moor 

The Stripple Stones on Hawkstor Downs, Bodmin Moor is a very rare stone circle/henge monument 
of Neolithic date, comprising of large granite stones set inside an earthen bank and ditch. The 
project saw the re-erection of a total of seven stones, which are once more a prominent landscape 
feature, visible on the horizon to the right of Hawks Tor when travelling along the A30 eastwards 
past Temple Fisheries.  

 

Project development 

Forestry 

The Cornwall AONB Unit worked through 2015/2016 with the forestry sector with the aim of 
developing a sustainable forestry project in the AONB which strengthened the local wood products 
economy and provided more opportunities for woodland businesses and the management of AONB 
woodland.  



 

Ofgem Undergrounding overhead wires 

The Cornwall AONB Unit has been developing a project to 
underground overhead cables at two potential sites within 
the Cornwall AONB in which to underground overhead 
electricity cables which are having a detrimental visual 
impact. This initiative is to be funded from the Ofgem 
Undergrounding programme.  

We unfortunately can’t reveal the locations for the two 
sites for security reasons; needless to say, they are very 
prominent tourist sites within the AONB where 
undergrounding cables will result in significant 
improvement in scenic beauty.  

 

 

 

 

 

Staff and Volunteers 

June 2015 saw the appointment of a new full time staff member for the Cornwall AONB Unit in Jane 
Davies, Cornwall AONB Development Officer. 

Jane’s responsibilities are to develop the Cornwall AONB Unit 
and Partnership in order that it can be more self-sustaining in 
the future, to develop projects and secure income through 
projects and private revenue sources. 

Our long term volunteer Leila Buckingham left the Unit after 
gaining full time employment in an ecological position with a 
Local Authority. We gained another volunteer in Rachael 

Edwards, a student from the University of Exeter who was so inspired by working with us she has 
now also left to begin a PhD in Environmental Planning. 

 

Financial round up  

Summary of income and expenditure for Cornwall AONB 2015/16 
  

      Expenditure (Core Costs) 
     

      Staffing £135,196.01 
 

   
Accommodation/Office 
Equipment £12,586.88 

 
   



Communications £414.42 
 

   
Partnership Running 
Costs £21,640.98 

 
   

Total Core Expenditure £169,838.29 
 

Total Core Income (Defra, 
Cornwall Council  and National 
Trust) £206,115.78 

 Expenditure (Project 
Costs) 

  
Income (Project Costs) 

  Penwith Landscape 
Partnership Project £18,716.00 

 
Defra grant £46,171.28 

 
Cornwall AONB 
management plan £23,673.80 

    Homes for Wildlife 
Project £250.00 

    Grade Ruan signage 
project £569.00 

    Natural Capital £23,988.00 
    Total Project 

Expenditure £67,196.80 
 

Total Project Income £46,171.28 
 Total Expenditure £237,035.09 

 
Total Income £252,287.06 

 Net Income £15,251.97 
    Surplus transferred to 

reserves £15,251.97 
     

 

 

 

 


