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1. Staffing 

1.1. New Planning Officer  

Welcome to our new staff member. James Evans was appointed in Jul 2014 as the new 
Cornwall AONB Planning Officer. James is an experienced planner with a long history of 
working in Cornwall.  

1.2. Cornwall AONB Unit Staff Restructure 

The long planned staff restructure for the Cornwall AONB Unit was finally agreed by 
Cornwall Council and implemented in December 2014. The restructure was necessary to 
achieve a reduction in staff costs for the AONB unit and also to bring new skills into the Unit 
in order that the AONB Unit and Partnership can be further developed to become more 
robust against future potential cuts in public funding. 

1.3. Volunteering 

We appointed the help of an office admin volunteer in October, who has since left as she 
gained paid employment.  We then recruited 2 new volunteers Lila Buckingham and Millie 
Bird to help with office admin and communications/ marketing. 

 

2. Core work 

2.1. Business Planning 

The Annual Funding application and Business Plan 15/17 was developed by the AONB team, 
agreed by Partners on 5th December and submitted to Defra as part of the annual funding 
bid. 

 



2.2. Budget cuts 

Cornwall Council was required to find £196M in savings over the next 5 years. Under budget 
reduction proposals the Council had identified withdrawal of its funding for the two AONBs, 
Cornwall and Tamar Valley, at the end of 15/16. 

The Cornwall AONB Unit submitted a response on behalf of the Partnership to Cornwall 
Council’s budget consultation and subsequently around 25% of all responses on the budget 
consultation mentioned that they were against the AONB budget being cut. Cornwall Council 
have since made a welcome amendment to review the funding, once Defra have stated a 
position, post the General Election in May 2015. 

2.3. Partnership  

In late June the Partnership met in the beautiful setting of Pendeen in the West Penwith 
section of the Cornwall AONB.  

The main meeting was preceded by a presentation by Victoria Whitehouse of Cornwall 
Wildlife Trust on the First and Last Penwith Landscape Partnership project bid submitted to 
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) at the end of May 2014 (see below). 

This was followed by morning field visits to nearby Chun Quoit and Chun Castle within 
Cornwall Wildlife Trust’s Chun Downs Nature Reserve.  

At the main meeting individual partners provided an update on their organisations’ activity 
in the AONB, including updates on actions in the Management Plan.    

The future structure, governance and funding of the Cornwall AONB Partnership was a major 
item of discussion. The Partners agreed to form a task group of the Partnership to renew a 
commitment to the Partnership and make recommendations on future structure and 
governance of Cornwall AONB with respect to funding.  

The Unit arranged a series of 3 Task and Finish Group meetings in Sept, October and 
November, attended by a small group of members and officers from the wider Partnership.  
An independent external facilitator, Lynn Wettenhall of Wettenhall Associates was 
commissioned to help with the process and facilitate at the meetings.  This proved very 
successful and recommendations from the Group to develop an arms-length delivery 
mechanism were agreed at the December Partnership meeting. Partnership minutes are 
available on http://www.cornwallaonb.org.uk/partners/ 

2.4. Condition monitoring  

‘Phase 2’ of the Cornwall AONB Monitoring Project has now reported.  This allows for an 
analysis of landscape change over the five-year period since 2008, capturing new trends 
impacting on the landscapes of the AONB and providing up-to-date evidence about the state 
of the AONB for the Management Plan review.   http://www.cornwallaonb.org.uk/research/ 

 

 

http://www.cornwallaonb.org.uk/partners/
http://www.cornwallaonb.org.uk/research/


2.5. Review of Cornwall AONB Management Plan 2011-2016 

The 2015 review of the Management Plan was kicked off in January with the appointment of 
Land Use Consultants to carry out initial scoping to appraise the success of the current plan, 
provide an overview of changing context within which the plan operates and make 
recommendations on changes to be made to the existing plan in terms of structure and 
content. 

2.8. Planning 

We had a number of successful results where the AONB was a material consideration in 
planning decisions. These include proposed developments at Mevagissey, Treen and Port 
Navas. We also provided advice to the partnership and developers for a new development 
‘village and farm’ at Higher Newham near Truro. James Evans attended a hearing regarding 
turbines in the AONB near Fowey and a Planning conference of local town and parish 
councils in the west, central and eastern planning areas of Cornwall to present AONB and 
landscape matters. We worked closely with Cornwall Council Local Plan team with regard to 
the concerns we have raised about development pressures that could result on settlements 
within and adjoining the AONB due to the strategic approach of the document.  A further 
evidence base regarding settlement capacity will be undertaken in the New Year with the 
Unit working with the Planning Policy Team at Cornwall Council.  In addition we  also worked 
with a number of projects that are in preparation at pre-application stage. 

2.9. Cornwall Councillors training 

The AONB team had a presence at the Cornwall Councillors Planning training event in June 
and the Cornwall Council full council meeting in September with displays and leaflets. A 
number of Cornwall Councillors spoke with the team at each event and expressed 
considerable interest in their work to protect Cornwall’s finest landscapes. 

2.10. Neighbourhood Planning 

June Crossland Consultancy employed to deliver Local Level Landscape Character 
Assessments for Neighborhood Planning in St Minver and on the Roseland. The process was 
fully completed for Roseland and our landscape character approach was recently 
commended in the inspector’s report on the Examination in Public of the Roseland Plan. 
During January we also began a further Neighbourhood Plan pilot for an AONB settlement in 
15/16 in discussion with Porthleven Town Council. 

 

3. Communications and Marketing 

3.1. New leaflet 

A new leaflet was produced to reflect the Cornwall AONB brand development and centres 
on the map of Cornwall and the twelve designated sections of the Cornwall AONB. 
Distribution of the new leaflet took place (notably to Tourist Information Centres) 
throughout June. 

 



3.2. New Website 

The team has been working on a new website for the Cornwall AONB which is less expensive 
and easier for the team to update 

3.3. Royal Cornwall 

We had a successful presence at the Royal Cornwall Show this year in the main Skinner’s 
beer tent, revisiting our partnership with the brewery. 

3.4.  Arts in the Environment AONB Calendar 

Nearly 2,000 calendars were distributed to opinion formers around Cornwall. The striking 
calendar was a joint project between Cornwall AONB and Falmouth University with artwork 
from students and alumni of MA Art & Environment course. 

2.6. Meetings and presentations 

The Partnership Manager held a series of one-to one meetings with Partners and has held a 
number of other meetings with CoaST, farmers’ groups and local MPs. The Communications 
Officer also undertook series of awareness-raising presentations on the AONB to tourist 
groups and local charities. 

2.7. SW walks 

Two members of the AONB team led walks on behalf of the SW Coast Path. The Great South 
West Walks 2014 was a celebration of the South West Coast Path taking place from 20th – 
28th September 2014, with 100 popular circular walks focused around the Coast Path in 
Somerset, Dorset, Devon and Cornwall. Most of the Cornwall walks take place in the AONB 
(of course!).  

2.8. West Briton – weekly articles 

We continue to co-ordinate the Environment page for the weekly West Briton. This gives 
Cornwall AONB Partners and other AONB stakeholders e.g. The Woodland Trust, South West 
Coast Path and Falmouth Marine School, the opportunity to write an article to showcase 
activities they are involved in in the Cornwall AONB.  A new schedule of copy deadlines was 
being prepared for the New Year. 

2.9. Cornwall AONB Annual Conference 

Celebrating Cornwall’s unique and diverse landscape was top of the agenda at the Cornwall 
AONB Conference on 7th March. Over a hundred delegates took part in the annual 
conference of the Cornwall Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Workshops and speakers 
highlighted everything from the biodiversity of rivers to the importance of Cornwall’s 
environmental growth. 

Guest speakers included the Chair of the recently formed Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Local 
Nature Partnership, Matthew Thomson (also CEO of Jamie Oliver’s Fifteen Cornwall).  He 
enthused about the new opportunities to gain prosperity for Cornwall whilst also achieving 
‘environmental growth’. 



Brigit Strawbridge, addressed how landscape management can assist Cornwall’s 
beepopulation.  Pat Smith, of Bosinver Farm Cottages, who recently won the Cornwall 
Sustainability Award for connecting business with nature, spoke of the importance of getting 
people engaged with the environment.  

Delegates also enjoyed an afternoon of workshops hosted by a range of Cornwall AONB 
Partnership organisations including Cornwall Wildlife Trust on ‘River Catchments’; CRCC and 
the AONB Unit on ‘Neighbourhood Planning’; Cornwall Council on an ‘Environmental Growth 
Strategy for Cornwall’ and ‘Achieving Biodiversity gain in Developments’ and Timber 
Strategies on ‘Future Woodlands’. 

2.10. The National Association for AONBs (NAAONB) 

The Chairman of the CAONB attended The National Association for AONBs Conference 2014 
“Sharing, Learning, Inspiring”.    

Bob Kirby-Harris and Colette Beckham also attended a 1 day Chair’s and Lead Officers, 
NAAONB meeting in London on 19 November 2014.   

 

3. Projects 

3.1. Outstanding excursions  

We ran the ‘Outstanding Excursions’ again last year – taking elderly and disabled people out 
into the stunning protected landscapes of Cornwall. Once again we are partnering with 
Falmouth Age Concern and have successfully run nine excursions. 

3.2. New paths  

The Cornwall AONB Unit has supported two successful “P4C” (Paths for Communities) 
projects in Cornwall which are both now complete. These are at the National Trust Penrose 
Estate between Helston and Porthleven and at St. Euny well in Penwith.  

3.3. Protecting Penwith  

A Stage one bid to the Heritage Lottery’s Landscape Partnership Funding Scheme (HLF LPS) 
for £2.5 million was submitted on 31 May 14.  

A Task Group of the Penwith Landscapes Partnership (NE, AONB Unit, CWT & CRCC) had 
worked hard on the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) Penwith Landscape Partnership Project, 
submitting the Stage One bid to the National Lottery Partnership Funding Scheme (HLF LPS) 
for £2.5 million.  This is the first stage in a proposed 18 month funded development stage 
project which seeks to better manage the heritage (natural, historic and landscape) in an 
economically sustainable way and enable people to get involved in the heritage through 
learning and volunteering.  Unfortunately, we heard at the end of October that the bid was 
unsuccessful, but primarily due to the funding being over-subscribed and HLF would 
welcome the bid being re-submitted for the next funding round – so fingers crossed next 
time! 



Details on the project can be found at http://www.cornwallaonb.org.uk/projects/. AONB 
Officer Nigel Sumpter worked with a small Bid Development Group (NE, AONB, CWT & CRCC) 
on the HLF Landscape Partnership Project. Unfortunately this was not successful but a 
resubmission has been invited by HLF in 15/16. 

3.4. Rights of Way and Highway gateway signage  

In association with the SW Coast Path celebrations we have been installing small AONB 
gateway awareness signage on Rights of Way posts at entry points into the twelve sections 
of the Cornwall AONB, including along the coast path and on routes leading to it. These 
carefully designed and discrete signs have been well received and appear over time to be 
having an effect in raising awareness. The next step is well designed and sympathetic road 
side gateway signage that compliments the local landscape character of its. We have just 
begun to work with the Lizard Parishes Network on gateway roadside signage for the Lizard 
Section of the Cornwall AONB as a pilot project for the other areas. This work carries on in 
15/16. 

3.5. Sustainable Biomass feasibility Project - Camel Estuary WREN 

The AONB Unit completed work with the Wadebridge Renewable Energy Network (WREN) 
on the potential of woodlands in the Camel Valley to support a wood fuel supply chain in the 
area. Results were very encouraging, showing that there was enough biomass which could 
be sustainably harvested in the area to support viable businesses. 

3.6. Fal Festival 

The AONB Partnership was a day sponsor for the Fal Festival - A brilliant annual event to 
celebrate the landscape of the Fal Estuary. 

3.7. Roseland lottery bid  

A bid submitted to Heritage Lottery Fund for our ‘Outstanding Roseland’ project was 
unfortunately unsuccessful although plans are afoot to resubmit. This aims to build an 
environmental volunteering ‘hub’ in the five parishes on the Roseland Peninsula. The project 
would encourage volunteers to understand and practically manage this fantastic landscape 
by developing a Wardens programme, involving Partner organisations and training key 
individuals to really get to grips with what’s needed on their patch.  

3.8. Cycling trails 

The Cornwall AONB Cycle tour project has produced a 5 day Cycle Tour whose route passes 
through all 12 individual sections of Cornwall AONB. It will be linked to public transport and 
made up of one longer tour and two shorter two day tours.  

3.9. Sustainable Forestry 

Colette Beckham has been in discussion with the Silvanus Trust and Cornwall Woodmeet 
regarding a sustainable forestry project. Project development for an AONB sustainable 
forestry project is underway with a bid to the EU Structural Investment Funds likely in 15/16. 


