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Appendix 1 
 
A summary of landscape change in the AONB since 2008 
 
 A summary of the key findings from the AONB monitoring programme are summarised below, organised by the main themes of the Phase 2 monitoring 
report. The changes reported in Phase 2 demonstrate the varying range of factors that combine to influence the evolution of landscape character over time. 
However, it is important to note that five years is a relatively short timeframe in terms of tangible effects to be seen in the landscape, particularly when 
considering major long-term forces for change such as climate change which are becoming increasingly prevalent (but where their full landscape effects are 
not yet certain). 
 
The key headline findings from Phase 2 are summarised below. 
 

Planning and development 
The key findings from indicators monitored under this theme are as follows: 

 The majority of planning applications received since 2008 have been in the Householder/dwellings’ category, over half of which related to AONB 
settlements. 

 Major developments only accounted for just 2% of all applications, and were the most likely type to be refused – particularly in open countryside 
locations. Those approved include two housing schemes in the Camel Estuary, with a combined total of 70 new dwellings. 

 South Coast Western received the most planning applications over the five-year time period. 
 There was a marked increase in applications for domestic wind and solar installations following the introduction of the Feed-In Tariff in 2010. 
 Energy produced from major onshore renewable energy developments sited in the AONB has more than doubled since 2008, particularly as a result 

of the repowering of Goonhilly Downs wind farm. 
 The development of offshore renewables, including linked to the Wave Hub testing site, is likely to become a key force for change over the coming 

years. 
 Analysis in selected sample squares has shown small increases in rural land classed as ‘permanent development’, mainly attributed to new 

agricultural or industrial buildings. The most significant change was the creation of a new surfaced car park near Port Isaac. 

 

Farming, food and forestry 
The key findings from indicators monitored under this theme are as follows: 
Agriculture 



 The total area of agricultural land in the AONB has decreased by 3% since 2007, now covering 73% of the total land area of the protected landscape. 
 All agricultural types have witnessed a decrease in area coverage, apart from crops and fallow, which has increased by just fewer than 7%. 
 There has been a significant decrease in the total number of agricultural holdings (36%) indicating a trend towards larger farms. Farms over 100 

hectares were the only category to increase in number since 2007. 
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 Natural England’s Energy Crops Scheme has now closed to new applicants, reflecting a national reduction in market demand for these crop types 
since Phase 1. 

 

Environmental Stewardship 

 Land under Environmental Stewardship has more than doubled since 2009, but this is likely to be due to the cessation of the ‘classic schemes’ that 
were still in place at that time. Bodmin Moor has witnessed the greatest increase (more than double). 

 Entry Level Stewardship (ELS) accounts for over three-quarters of all ES agreements, but the number of Higher Level Stewardship agreements have 
increased significantly since 2009. 

 The number of Organic ELS agreements has decreased in the same period.  
 ES options covering the greatest land area are for low input grassland and moorland, with a significant coverage of options for the management and 

protection of archaeological features. 

 

Field patterns and boundaries 

 Sample square analysis has identified the removal of some field boundaries since Phase 1, but this has not affected average field sizes or shapes 
within the AONB. 

 Cornish hedge banks are the dominant field boundary feature across the AONB, consistent with character. Stonewalls also characterise the ancient 
fields of West Penwith. Field survey work concluded that the vast majority of boundaries were intact, indicating favourable management in 
landscape terms. 

 

Woodland and forestry 

 There has been a small overall increase in woodland cover across the AONB since 2000, with particular increases noted in the Camel Estuary and 
Rame Head sections. 

 Broadleaved woodland is the dominant woodland type (75%), with areas of ancient woodland particularly concentrated along the valleys in the 
southern AONB sections. Bodmin Moor contains the greatest coverage of coniferous woodland. 



 The area of woodland management under English Woodland Grant Scheme agreements has increased by 45% since 2009, particularly in Bodmin 
Moor and the south coast AONB sections. These cover nearly 2,500 hectares of woodland. 

 Environmental Stewardship options for woodland management and restoration cover a further 261 hectares. 

 

Biodiversity and geodiversity 
The key findings from indicators monitored under this theme are as follows: 

 10 Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) have been formally designated since Phase 1, the largest being The Lizard, accounting for 43% of the 
coverage of this designation. 

 One new SSSI has also been designated, as well as 9 new County Geological Sites. 
 Fewer SSSI units are classed as in ‘favourable’ condition than in 2009, though proportionally this is the largest condition category in terms of area 

coverage (50%). SSSI land in the ‘Unfavourable recovering’ category has seen the greatest increase. 
 A significant proportion of SSSIs have remained in favourable condition, although some coastal sites have seen a decline in overall condition. 
 The total area of traditionally managed orchards has remained relatively stable since Phase 1, although only a small proportion (less than 7 

hectares) is managed under Environmental Stewardship options. 

 

Heritage and culture 
The key findings from indicators monitored under this theme are as follows: 
 The field survey work did not assess the ecological condition of the field boundary lengths surveyed in the sample squares. 
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 One new Scheduled Monument has been designated in the AONB since Phase 1, on Bodmin Moor. 
 The total area covered by Scheduled Monuments has increased by over 100 hectares, mainly due to more accurate mapping techniques introduced 

by English Heritage. 
 A total of 81 Scheduled Monuments, four Listed Buildings and one Registered Park and Garden are currently on the national ‘At Risk’ register. Just 

fewer than 70% of Scheduled Monuments on the register are assessed as declining in condition. 
 15 new entries have been included on Cornwall’s Historic Environment Record since 2008. 

 

Community and economy 
The key findings from indicators monitored under this theme are as follows: 

 A total of 581 fishing vessels are registered in Cornwall, with the greatest number engaged in hand line fishing, followed by netting. 54% are small 
boats less than 7 metres in length. 



 The AONB population has increased by 6% since the 2001 census, with an increase in residents over 60 and reduction in those within the 30-59-age 
range. 

 The ethnic make-up of AONB residents is dominated by ‘White, British’. 
 Some parts of Cornwall have the highest levels of deprivation in the country under the Index of Multiple Deprivation’s ‘Barriers to housing and 

services’ indicator. 
 The AONB enjoys some of the lowest levels of crime in the country. 
 50% of the population over the age of 16 are employed, 6% are unemployed and 35% are retired. The average annual income is less than that of 

the South West. Incomes in the rural parts of the AONB are higher than those in the urban areas. 
 The accommodation and food services sector accounts for nearly a quarter of employment in 

 The AONB, double the figure recorded in 2001. The agriculture, forestry and fishing accounts for 17%– an 8% increase since 2001. 
 58% of businesses in the AONB are classed as ‘micro-businesses’, accounting for 44% of all employees. Most are located in the rural areas of the 

landscape, with the largest single sector being agriculture, forestry and fishing (31%). 
 Cornwall has the highest levels of second home ownership in the county, which varies across different AONB parishes. Average house prices are 

36% higher than the regional average. 

 

Transport and access 
The key findings from indicators monitored under this theme are as follows: 

 Over 95 kilometres of new multi-use trails have been created in the AONB, including the Cornish Way. 
 Two new cycle routes have been created since Phase 1 – the ‘Pentewan Valley Trail’ and ‘Bypass Portloe’ (both in South Coast Central). 
 There’s been an increase of over 300 hectares of Open Access Land, with significant gains in South Coast Eastern, Bodmin Moor and Hartland, likely 

to be spurred on by new Environmental Stewardship agreements. 
 One ferry has been reinstated since Phase 1 – the ancient Restronguet to Feock route in South Coast Central. 
 Sample square analysis in three AONB sections has reported no changes to the character of rural roads, considering aspects such as signage, road 

markings and street lighting. 
  



Appendix 2 
 
The National Planning Policy Framework with respect to AONB 
 
The Framework identified that the purpose of the planning system is to contribute to the achievement of sustainable development. 
Paragraph 7 of the Framework outlines that there are three mutually dependent roles of sustainable development: an economic, a social and an 
environmental role. The environmental role requires the planning system to contribute to protecting and enhancing the natural environment.  
 

 
Paragraph 14 of the Framework identifies that there is a presumption in favour of sustainable development. However through footnote 9 the Framework 
explains that the presumption in favour does not exist where specific policies indicate that development should resisted, this includes policies relating to 
AONB’s.  
There are two policies in the Framework which refer directly to AONB’s. These read in full as follows: 
 
Paragraph 115  
Great weight should be given to conserving landscape and scenic beauty in National Parks, the Broads and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, which have 
the highest status of protection in relation to landscape and scenic beauty. The conservation of wildlife and cultural heritage are important considerations in 
all these areas, and should be given great weight in National Parks and the Broads.  
 
Paragraph 116  
Planning permission should be refused for major developments in these designated areas except in exceptional circumstances and where it can be 
demonstrated they are in the public interest. Consideration of such applications should include an assessment of:  
• the need for the development, including in terms of any national considerations, and the impact of permitting it, or refusing it, upon the local economy;  
• the cost of, and scope for, developing elsewhere outside the designated area, or meeting the need for it in some other way; and  
• any detrimental effect on the environment, the landscape and recreational opportunities, and the extent to which that could be moderated. 
 

The AONB Partnership consider that sustainable development in the AONB should meet the following criteria:  
1. Demonstrate that it conserves or provides enhancements to natural beauty with specific reference to the special qualities of the AONB); and  
2. Meet the economic and social needs of local communities whilst conserving and enhancing the AONB landscape; or 3. Meet the demand for 
recreational opportunities within the AONB whilst accounting for the natural beauty of the AONB and the needs of agriculture, forestry and other 
uses. 



Appendix 3 
 
Major Developments in the AONB 
‘Major developments’ as referred to in paragraph 116 of the National Planning Policy Framework (see Appendix 2) is not defined in the Framework. The 
Planning Practice Guidance stating that ‘whether a proposed development in these designated areas should be treated as a major development, to which the 
policy in paragraph 116 of the Framework applies, will be a matter for the relevant decision taker, taking into account the proposal in question and the local 
context’. 
 
The AONB Partnership would regard the reference to ‘major developments’ in this context as differing from the definition as set out within the Town and 
Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015. It is not a straightforward exercise to define the level at which 
development is considered to be ‘major’ as this will vary depending on the scale, location and type of development proposed. As such, it is not possible or 
appropriate to apply a blanket definition for what should be treated as major development in the AONB. Nevertheless, there are some key indicators that 
would suggest that a development is likely to be major in its effect on the landscape quality:  
 
1. Where the scale of development is likely to have a detrimental visual impact that harms the scenic quality of the AONB, either within the AONB or in it’s 
setting;  
 
2. Where the location of development would erode the special qualities and features of the area of the AONB where the development is proposed 
(landscape, cultural, biodiversity, tranquillity ). 
 
3. Where the type of development is not directly compatible with its surroundings; and/or  
 
4. Where the development would conflict with the economic and social needs of local communities and the AONB’s guiding principles of sustainable 
development. 
 
 Any major applications that have the potential to generate any of the above should then be considered against the following criteria:  
a. “the need for the development, including in terms of any national considerations, and the impact of permitting it, or refusing it, upon the local 

economy;” 

 
The AONB Partnership would encourage the LPA to request that any such development proposal to be accompanied by a statement of need in the context 
of national considerations. The impacts of permitting or refusing the development should be clearly identified, including the social, economic and 



environmental impacts, with specific reference to the impacts upon the natural beauty, special qualities of the AONB, and the economic and social needs of 
the local communities affected. Such a statement should be based upon objective assessment and clear evidence.  
 
b. “the cost of, and scope for, developing elsewhere outside the designated area, or meeting the need for it in some other way;”  

 
The AONB Partnership would encourage any such development proposal to be accompanied by a report setting out a sequential approach to site selection. 
This should evidence the extent to which alternative sites have been assessed before the selection of sites within the AONB, and clearly identify why sites 
outside of the designated area could not be developed. The report should also identify and evidence why the need for the development could not be met in 
some other way. The report should include relevant evidence of the cost of developing outside of the AONB. 
 
c. “any detrimental effect on the environment, the landscape and recreational opportunities, and the extent to which that could be moderated. 

 
The AONB Partnership would expect any such development proposal to be accompanied by a report identifying any detrimental effects upon the 
environment, the landscape and recreational opportunities. Such a report should relate directly to the special qualities of the AONB as a whole as well as 
those specific to the development site.  

Any mitigation identified to moderate these impacts should be: 
 ■ clearly detailed, in line with the duty to conserve and enhance the AONB, 
 ■ be compatible with the objectives of the Management Plan, and  
■ be capable of realisation through robust planning conditions or obligation. 
 
 


